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Biomedical and Life Sciences Division

DBIO Celebrates Its 80th Anniversary!
Date & Time: Sunday, June 14, 2015 

5:30-7:00 p.m. 

Location: Webster Room, Westin Hotel, Boston

2015 marks the 80th Anniversary of the Biomedical 
& Life Sciences Division. You turn 80 only once, 
so join your fellow members to celebrate our his-
tory and our achievements, all while enjoying hors 
d’oeuvres and drinks (one complimentary beverage 
ticket provided). We invite all DBIO members to an 
elegant evening of fun, food, laughter, and plenty of 
time to reminisce … 

RSVP by Monday, June 1, 2015 to Peggy Mur-
phy (pemurphy@luriechildrens.org)
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Message from the Chair 
Nalini Mahajan

The 2015 SLA Annual Meeting is fast approaching, and I hope to see many of you in Boston. If you’ve not yet 
registered, there is still time. To do so, just visit the SLA Conference Registration page.  Your program com-
mittee has spent endless hours in planning to make the Boston meeting a success. I urge you to participate in as 
many events as possible and encourage your friends and colleagues to become involved.  

Past Annual Meeting surveys results have consistently shown that attendees want more time together. There-
fore, we are going to give you plenty of networking opportunities which will allow you to share your personal 
experiences and also learn from other information professionals. “How to Network Like You Actually Know 
What You’re Doing”, (http://www.fastcompany.com/3042904/how-to-network-like-you-actually-know-what-
youre-doing)an article written by Laura Schwartz, the former White House director of Events on networking 
may come in handy while attending these events.

This year marks the 80th Anniversary of the Biomedical & Life Sciences Division (DBIO). In addition to the 
usual Annual Conference activities and receptions, we will be celebrating our 80th anniversary. 
After a full day of conference sessions, we will have an opportunity to gather to reminisce at a reception in the 
Webster Room at the Westin Hotel on Sunday, June 14 from 5:30-7:00 PM. Come and enjoy free drinks, hors 
d’oeuvres, and a very special cake. 

I promise that it will be worth your while to join your DBIO colleagues to celebrate our history and our achieve-
ments all while enjoying a sumptuous breakfast during the Business Meeting on Monday, June 15 from 8:00- 
9:30am (location TBD).  We will feature a movie with highlights from past chairs and photos from past confer-
ences, as well some trivia.   
 
As 2015 DBIO Chair, I hope to continue the tradition of excellence exemplified by my predecessors, without 
whom the many accomplishments of the division would simply not be possible. As successful as the division 
has been, we can maintain this tradition only with your active participation and with the support of our spon-
sors. Make every effort to let the vendors know how much you value their support of the division. Please don’t 
hesitate to reach out to me or any member of our Executive Board or Committee Chairs with suggestions and 
concerns. There is no doubt in my mind that our Chapter will continue to grow for years to come, and hopefully 
we’ll see many of you in 2035 when we celebrate our 100th anniversary!

I look forward to seeing you in the historical city of Boston.
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2015 Conference Program Preview
Nalini Mahajan, 2015 Conference Program 
Committee Chair

DBIO Programs

Saturday, June 13

Biomedical and Life Sciences Division Board of Directors Meeting/Dinner
Date and Time: Saturday, June 13, 2015 • 6:00-9:00 p.m.
Location: TBD
Session Description:

The DBIO board and committee members will meet to review 2014 activities and projects undertaken by the 
division and discuss the plans for the 2016 conference. Suggestions for next year’s convention programs are 
taken from the fl oor. Annual awards are presented. Calls for candidates for next year’s offi cers and committee 
members are issued.

Moderator: Nalini Mahajan, Medical Library Director and Web Master, Marianjoy Rehabilitation Hospital
Presented by: Biomedical and Life Sciences Division

Sunday, June 14

Biomedical and Life Sciences Division Vendor Relations Networking Lunch
Date & Time: Sunday, June 14, 2015 11:45 a.m.-1 p.m.
Location: TBD
Session Description:

Learn about the latest products and developments of leading information industry vendors selected for their 
forward thinking in the area of biomedical, life, and natural sciences. Four leading vendors will provide 15-min-
ute presentations with brief question-and-answer followup, while our members enjoy a complimentary box 
luncheon.

Moderator: Donna Gibson, Director of Library Services, Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center
Sponsors/Presenters: 

• Digital Science 
Presenter: Meg Baker
• Faculty of 1000
Presenter: Kinga K. Hosszu, Ph.D.
• Sciencescape 
Presenter: Rabia T. Khan, MBA, Ph.D.
• Wolters Kluwer Health Medical Research
Presenter: Brian McCarthy

Presented by: Biomedical and Life Sciences Division
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Genetic Mutations: How Do They Arise and What Do They Do? Interdisciplinary Perspectives
Date and Time: Sunday, June 14, 2015 • 3:30-5:00 p.m.
Location: TBD
Session Description:

This panel discussion will feature scientists from different disciplines presenting the subject of genetic muta-
tions from the viewpoint of their work. First an evolutionary biologist will introduce the topic and discuss 
generally how natural selection works and the time scales involved. Next a scientist working on genetic changes 
in organisms will discuss how these changes take place and how they are regulated. Finally a representative 
from the medical community will address specifi cally how diseases evolve and change, and what the implica-
tions are for human health in particular. 

Moderator: Dorothy Barr, Research Librarian, Harvard University Libraries
Speakers:

• James Mallet, Evolutionary Biologist 
University College London; now at Harvard University
http://www.oeb.harvard.edu/faculty/mallet/index.html
• Hopi Hoekstra
Currently Alexander Agassiz Professor of Zoology in the Department of Organismic & Evolutionary Biology 
and the Department of Molecular & Cellular Biology at Harvard as well as the Curator of Mammals at the 
Museum of Comparative Zoology.
http://www.oeb.harvard.edu/faculty/hoekstra/
Presented by: Biomedical and Life Sciences Division, Biomedical and Life Sciences Division-Medical Section, 
Natural History Caucus

DBIO Celebrates its 80th Anniversary!!!
Date and Time: Sunday, June 14, 2015 • 5:30-7:00 p.m. 
Location: Webster Room, Westin Hotel
Session Description:

This year (2015) marks the 80th Anniversary of Biomedical and Life Sciences Division. You turn 80 only once, 
so join your fellow members to celebrate our history and our achievements, all while enjoying hors d’oeuvres 
and drinks (one complimentary beverage ticket provided). We invite all DBIO members to an elegant evening 
of fun, food, laughter, and plenty of time to reminisce.

Moderator: Nalini Mahajan, Medical Library, Marianjoy Rehabilitation Hospital 
Dorothy Barr, Harvard University Libraries
Peggy Murphy, Pritzker Research Library, Stanley Manne Children’s Research Institute
Christopher Hooper-Lane, Ebling Library, University of Wisconsin

Presented by:  Biomedical and Life Sciences Division
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Monday, June 15

Biomedical and Life Science Division Annual Breakfast and Business Meeting
Date and Time: Monday, June 15, 2015 • 8:00-9:30 a.m. (Breakfast)
Location: TBD
Session Description:

Join your DBIO colleagues to review the accomplishments of the past year, learn about the plans for the future, 
and celebrate our award winners. Suggestions for next year’s convention programs will be taken from the fl oor. 
Calls for candidates for next year’s offi cers are issued.

Moderator: Nalini Mahajan, Medical Library Director & Web Master, Marianjoy Rehabilitation Hospital
Ticketed event: $25.00 per person 
Presented by:  Biomedical & Life Sciences Division

Learning and Libations: The Annual DBIO Medical Section Reception and Business Meeting 
Date and Time: Monday, June 15, 2015 • 4:00-5:00 p.m.
Location: TBD
Session Description:

The Medical Section will host DBIO members and guests at their annual business meeting and reception. Join 
us for a lively and informal conversation during UNCONFERENCE, a participant-driven conference where the 
attendees drive the agenda and freely form new discussions and sub-groups as ideas emerge on topics of interest 
to medical librarians. This will provide a great opportunity to network with your colleagues, foster relationships, 
meet members, and gain new knowledge while enjoying hors d’oeuvres and refreshments (one complimentary 
beverage ticket provided). All are invited for drinks and conversation.

Moderator: Elaine Dean, Clinical Librarian, Cincinnati Children’s Hospital, Edward L. Pratt Research Library 
Presented by: DBIO Medical Section, Biomedical & Life Sciences Division, Natural History Caucus

All Sciences Poster Session 
Date and Time: Monday, June 15, 2015 • 5:30-7:00 p.m.
Location: TBD
Session Description:

Join your colleagues in the sciences for an entertaining evening of viewing the latest in science librarianship 
research while munching on great tasting goodies. Renew acquaintances, meet new friends, chat with others 
interested in the same research area, and see what is new and hot in science librarianship.

Moderator: Beth Thomsett-Scott
Presented by: Agriculture and Nutrition Division, Biomedical and Life Sciences Division, Chemistry Division, 
Engineering Division, Food Agriculture and Nutrition Division, Pharmaceutical and Health Technology Divi-
sion, Physics-Astronomy-Mathematics Division, Science-Technology Division.
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Tuesday, June 16

Revolutionize Library Management: Best Practices in Libraries 
Date and Time: Tuesday, June 16, 2015 • 7:30-9:30 a.m. 
Location: TBD

The most vital requirement for special librarians is to support their organizations overall mission and goals. 
Speaking from their own personal experiences, these information professionals will cover best practices for 
measuring and documenting the tangible value of the information services they provide for their respective 
corporate, medical, scientifi c and/or technical institutions. This panel discussion will include the following 
subjects: best practices in libraries; ISO Standard for assessing the impact of libraries; research data analysis; 
outsourcing; fi eld testing; systems thinking; information technology; partnerships and teaming. Audience 
participation is welcomed and encouraged.

Moderator: Sheila Rosenthal
Presenters: Betty Edwards, Joyce Fedeczko, Susan Henczel, Nalini Mahajan, Valerie Ryder, Deborah Schwarz, 
Sara Tompson, and Vicki Valleroy
Lead Division: Science and Technology Division
Presented by: Biomedical and Life Sciences Division, Petroleum and Energy Resources Division, 

Demystifying the Information Audit: From Knowledge Management (KM) to Enterprise Information 
Management (EIM) (Master’s Class)
Date and Time: Tuesday, June 16, 2015 •  9:45-10:45 a.m. 
Location: TBD
Session Description:

From knowledge management (KM) to enterprise information management (EIM), the information audit is a 
tool to be used to address operational and strategic challenges regarding information and knowledge within an 
organization. This session will include a description of the information process and its relationship to the knowl-
edge audit and to enterprise information management. It will include discussion of requisite skills, potential 
outcomes and a variety of case studies.

Speakers: Sue Henczel, Graham Robertson
Lead Division: Science and Technology Division
Presented By: Biomedical and Life Sciences Division, Petroleum and Energy Resources Division, Science-
Technology Division

Science of 3D Printing (Master Class session)
Date & Time: Tuesday, June 16, 2015 • 2:00-3:30 p.m.
Location: TBD
Session Description:

The advances in materials, which can be used for 3D printing, have  enabled many new possibilities in 3D 
modeling, prototyping, and even manufacturing for engineering, biomedical, and pharmaceutical areas. The low 
cost of open source 3D printing also opens up explorations in printing customized products for consuming in 
daily life. This session will introduce principles of 3D printing, advance in materials for 3D printing, and its 
applications in research of the above areas. We will also explore the library and librarians’ role in supporting 3D 
printing in our organizations. 

Moderator: Kevin Messner
Lead Division: Chemistry Division
Presented By: Biomedical & Life Sciences Division, Chemistry Division - Material Research & Manufacturing 
Section, Engineering Division, Food Agriculture & Nutrition Division, Information Technology Division, 
Pharmaceutical & Health Technology Division, Science-Technology Division
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Transforming International Science and Technology Librarianship 
Date and Time: Tuesday, June 16, 2015 • 2:00-3:30 p.m.
Location: TBD
Session Description:

A variety of speakers from academic, corporate, and government libraries will highlight ways their libraries 
have transformed to meet the needs of their patrons and network with librarians across the world. Topics range 
across Digitization, 3D Printers, social media, open access, user surveys, programs for librarians and informa-
tion managers, enterprise tools, web and video conferencing, and information audits. 

Moderator: Nalini Mahajan, Medical Library Director and Web Master, Marianjoy Rehabilitation Hospital
Panelists: Gimena Campos Cervera, Susmita Chakraborty, Andrew Clark, Susan Henczel, P.K. Jain, Geeta 
Paliwal, Rindra M. Ramli, and Graham Robertson.
Lead Division: Science-Technology Division
Presented by: Asia Chapter, Biomedical & Life Sciences Division, KIIE

Networking Events 

2015 Program Planning Committee is in the process of fi nalizing the following networking events in Boston. 
These events will provide new and current members of DBIO to network with their colleagues, share experi-
ences and expertise, and develop valuable contacts. Stay tuned for more information 
DBIO Medical Section Newcomers’/Members’ No-host Dinner  
Tours: Museums, libraries, Aquarium Date and Time: TBA

For detailed information, go to SLA Website and click on Schedule.

Your Job Search Just Got Easier!

Looking for a library job? The DBIO Job Offerings page lists job openings for aca-
demic librarians, medical librarians, and other positions of interest to division mem-
bers.

Browse recent job posts

Updated frequently: an average of 40 to 50 open positions are posted each month.

NEW! Subscribe to our RSS Feed

Our RSS feed keeps you up-to-date when new posts are added. 

(For help with RSS subscriptions, see Biofeedback, Summer 2014, p 6) 
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Message from the Medical Section Chair
Elaine Dean  

I would like to invite all DBIO members, and especially Medical Section members, to get involved in our 
2015 conversation! Learning and Libations: The Annual DBIO Medical Section Reception and Business 
Meeting at the 2015 annual conference in Boston will be Monday, June 15, 2015, 4:00-5:00 p.m. 

 
This year we are trying something a little different by facilitating attendee-led discussions on topics of interest 
to medical librarians and the future of the Medical Section. This is a great opportunity to network with your 
colleagues, foster relationships, meet members, and gain new knowledge while enjoying hors d’oeuvres and 
refreshments. We are borrowing loosely from the unconference/round table formats and would like to invite all 
of you to submit your conversation topics. All are invited to join us for drinks and conversation, but we are 
especially hoping that you will come and share the topics you are most interested in learning about and projects 
you are working on.  
 
Here are a few suggested topics, but there is plenty of time for you to submit yours and the fi nal topics of 
discussion will be chosen by the group when we gather in Boston.

• What project or topic is on your mind the most right now?  
• What is the biggest challenge you are facing in your current job?
• What do you wish you could do more often?  What barriers are making this a challenge?
• What is the best session you’ve attended so far this conference? What was the best session you’ve ever attend-
ed at SLA and why?
• What are you hoping to gain from your Medical Section membership?  What types of activities and events 
would you like to participate in in the future? 
• Do you use social media? Does your library use social media? What other types of marketing do you use to 
promote your services? What has been most successful?
 
Please email your topics suggestions to Elaine Dean, Medical Section Chair at elaine.dean@cchmc.org. 

Even if you won’t make it to Boston we want to hear from you! Share your ideas for our conversations, and let 
me know if you are interested in continuing these discussions online throughout the rest of the year.  What 
would you like to see from the Medical Section? Would you participate in a chat on Twitter or Google Hang-
outs? Is there another format you would like us to explore? Please pass on this invitation to your colleagues and 
I hope to see many of you at our meeting in Boston and online in the future!
 

What sessions are you looking forward to this year? You can read about all of the programs DBIO is sponsoring 
in other  parts of this newsletter, but in addition to Learning and Libations there are a couple of sessions from 
other divisions that might interest Medical Section members. In addition to the sessions below, I always recom-
mend the poster sessions. I like the opportunity to see a lot of interesting projects in a small amount of time and 
to informally engage with the authors. This year the All Sciences Poster session is immediately following 
Learning and Libations and I welcome you to join me there!
 

Clinical Evaluation Reports in Medical Device and the Critical Role of the Information Professional

Sunday, June 14 • 1:30-3:00 p.m. 

The Medical devices market was revolutionized by the European Union’s new rules for submissions in 2010. 
The Clinical Evaluation Plan/Reports have been a challenge for companies to get a handle on for submissions. 
This is a great opportunity for information professionals to be a part of the process to make the submission 
successful. In this presentation, an overview of the regulations and approaches to compliance from literature 
searching to document review and reporting will be discussed in a panel that will include experts from two 
different organizations.
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QUICK TAKE: Navigating the Waters of Federal Public Access Policies: The Library’s Role in Keeping Fund-
ing Afl oat

Sunday, June 14 • 1:00-1:15 p.m.

Presented by Food Ag & Nutrition Division

The NIH Public Access policy requires researchers to deposit publications resulting from NIH funding to 
PubMed Central within 12 months of publication. Failure to comply with this policy results in delays in funding 
or grant proposal processing. Libraries are taking the lead in providing guidance to both researchers and grant 
administrators in public access compliance, and as more public access policies roll out from federal funding 
agencies in response to last year’s mandate from the Offi ce of Science and Technology Policy, we expect an 
increase in demand for such support. This Quick Take session will briefl y describe the NIH policy, common 
pitfalls in compliance and one university library’s response to researcher needs for support.
 
MASTER CLASS: Revolutions in Grant Writing: Finding Funding for Collections in the 21st Century

Monday, June 15 • 10:00-11:30 a.m.

Finding grant opportunities for collections can be challenging, especially in smaller, specialized collecting 
institutions with limited staff and funding. This Master Class geared towards managers and administrators will 
illuminate the process of successful grant writing from pre-writing self-assessment to application to reporting 
and beyond.
 
Scientists’ Data & Information Practices: Critical Roles for Information Professionals to Promote Data Manage-
ment & Open Sharing •

Monday, June 15 • 12:00-1:30 p.m.

Two of the foremost data management experts will discuss current data management trends that focus upon 
open data, data sharing, data policies and associated issues of importance to scientists as well as information 
professionals. This session also showcases reputable, easy-to-adopt, free/low-cost tools and services that sup-
port data management and are available to anyone around the world.
 
MASTER CLASS: The Power of Framing: Creating the Language of Leadership 

Tuesday, June 16 • 8:00-9:30 a.m.

One of the most common communication errors made in today’s workplace is confusing talking with real 
communication.  One way to avoid this is to better understand the skill of framing through which we defi ne the 
meaning of “the situation here and now.” Are we in a “crisis”? Is this situation merely “a cause for concern” or 
should we be on “red-alert”?  Am I appreciating all the stakeholders impacted?  When we connect with others 
through our framing, we shape reality and if we “manage meaning” when others can’t, we emerge as lead-
ers.  Presented by Gail Fairhurst, a professor at the University of Cincinnati who has conducted research, writ-
ten books and consulted with many organizations and Fortune 500 companies on this topic. Attendees will leave 
this session with guidelines they can act on to assess their communications style and communicate more cred-
ibly in today’s business environment. #leadlanguage
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2015 SLA Annual Conference: 
Biomedical and Life Sciences Division Sponsors

Nalini Mahajan, 2015 Conference Program Committee Chair

The Biomedical and Life Sciences Division would like to thank all its sponsors for supporting the 
2015 Boston programs.

AAAS - American Association for the Advancement of Science 
(Biomedical & Life Science Division 80th Anniversary Reception)

Clinical Key: Elsevier
(Biomedical & Life Science Division 80th Anniversary Reception)

Digital Science

(Biomedical & Life Sciences Division Vendor Relations Networking 

Lunch)

Faculty of 1000 
(Biomedical & Life Sciences Division Vendor Relations Networking 
Lunch)

New England Journal of Medicine

(Genetic Mutations: How Do They Arise and What Do They Do? Inter-
disciplinary Perspectives)

SCIENCESCAPE

(Biomedical & Life Sciences Division Vendor Relations Networking 
Lunch)

LIST OF SPONSORS CONTINUES ON PAGE 14
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Springer

(Learning and Libations: The Annual DBIO Medical Section Recep-
tion and Business Meeting)

Wolters Kluwer Health Medical Research

(Biomedical & Life Sciences Division Vendor Relations Networking 
Lunch)
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Member News and  Publications 

Lori Bronars

Once again DBIO members have shown great variety in their professional activities and accomplishments 
over these past few months. Congratulations to all!

Darra Ballance, MLIS, AHIP, Assistant Professor at the Robert B. Greenblatt MD Library of Georgia Regents 
University Augusta, co-authored a recent paper:

Ballance, Darra. and Nancy Webb. 2015. For the mouths of babes: nutrition literacy outreach to a child care 
center. Journal of Consumer Health on the Internet March 19(1):1-12.

Bonnie Chojnacki, Assistant Professor of Bibliography and Life and Allied Health Services Librarian at the 
University of Akron’s Science and Technology Library presented in Atlanta, Georgia at Emory University at the 
Annual Conference of Politics and the Life Sciences. Her presentation was titled “Breast Cancer, Affordable 
Care, and Politics” and it was presented in October 2014. 

Bonnie also had a book review accepted for publication and served as a blind reviewer for World Medical and 
Health Policy, a Wiley journal.

Chojnacki, Bonnie. Review of: Genomics and Democracy: Towards a ‘Lingua Democratica’ for the Public 
Debate on Genomics. Derkx, Peter and Harry Kunneman, eds. 2013. Amsterdam-New York, NY: Rodopi. 355p. 
978-90-420-3719-9. Politics and the Life Sciences. Forthcoming.

David Duggar, MLIS, AHIP, has been promoted to Head of the Liaison Program at the Health Sciences Library 
of Louisiana State University Health in Shreveport. He has been a reference librarian there for over twenty 
years. In his new position, David will coordinate the activities of the librarians serving as departmental liaisons.

Howard Fuller, former Chair of DBIO, is now the library director at Whatcom Community College’s WCC 
Library in Bellingham, WA. Previously he was Dean of all the libraries on 12 campuses of Heald College in 
California for four years.

Last but not least, Janet Weiss, also a former Chair of DBIO, is now Chair of the SLA Pharmaceutical & Health 
Technology Division. She is currently Associate Director, Scientifi c Library at Daiichi Sankyo, Inc. in Edison, 
New Jersey.  
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Executive Board 2015
Biomedical and Life Sciences Division

Chair:Nalini Mahajan
nmahajan@marianjoy.org

Chair-Elect: Jennifer A. McDaniel
jamcdaniel@vcu.edu

Secretary: Christopher Cooper-Lane (2014-2015)
chooper@library.wisc.edu

Director: Andrea Miller-Nesbitt (2015-2016)
andrea.miller-nesbitt@mcgill.ca

Director: Elaine H. Dean (2015-2016)
elaine.dean@cchmc.org

Past Chair: Tony Stankus
tstankus@uark.edu

For a complete list of current board and committee members, see the Division Website at: http://
dbiosla.org/inside/offi cers/offi cers.html


