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What content does Scopus include? 

Scopus is ideal compared to other products because it has the broadest 
coverage of global, curated, relevant research, with smart, simple tools to 
help track, analyze and visualize research. 

53.3M records from 21,912 serial titles and 30,000 books 
21.3M pre 1996 records | 32.0M post 1995 records 

 

• Content from > 5,000 publishers 
• “Articles in Press” from > 3,750 titles 
• Titles from 105 different countries in all  

geographical regions 
• 40 “local” languages covered 
• More than 2,800 Gold Open Access journals 

indexed 



TITLE OF PRESENTATION  | 4 
4  | 

What content does Scopus include? 

 
 
 

 
CONFERENCES 
 
17k events 
5.5M records (10%) 
 
Conf. expansion: 
1,000 conferences 
6,000 conf. events 
400k conf. papers 
5M citations 
 
Mainly Engineering 
and Physical 
Sciences 

 
BOOKS 
 
421 book series 
- 28K Volumes 
- 925K items 
 
29,917 books 
- 311K items 
 
Books expansion: 
75K books by 2015 
- Focus on Social 
Sciences and A&H 
 

 
PATENTS 
 
24M patents  
from 5 major  
patent offices 

 
JOURNALS 
 
20,874 peer-reviewed journals 
367 trade journals 
 
- Full metadata, abstracts and 
  cited references (pre-1996) 
- >2,800 fully Open Access titles 
- Going back to 1823 
- Funding data from  
  acknowledgements 

Physical  
Sciences 
6,600 

Health  
Sciences 
6,300 

Social 
Sciences 
6,350 

Life 
Sciences 
4,050 
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More on the CSAB… 

• Titles are selected by the independent Content 
Selection & Advisory Board (CSAB) 

• The CSAB is chosen for their expertise in specific 
subject areas; many will have previously been (Elsevier) 
Editors 
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How does Scopus choose serial content? 

Journal Policy Quality of Content Journal Standing Regularity Online Availability 

Peer-review 

All titles should meet all minimum criteria in order to be considered for Scopus review: 

Eligible titles are reviewed by the Content Selection & Advisory Board according to a 
combination of 14 quantitative and qualitative selection criteria:  

• Convincing editorial 
concept/policy 
• Type of peer-review 
• Diversity geographic 
distribution of editors 
• Diversity geographic 
distribution of authors 

• Academic 
contribution to the 
field 
• Clarity of abstracts • 
Quality and 
conformity with stated 
aims & scope 
• Readability of 
articles  

• Citedness of journal 
articles in Scopus 
• Editor standing 

• No delay in 
publication schedule 

• Content available 
online 
• English-language 
journal home page 
• Quality of home 
page 

Info: http://www.elsevier.com/online-tools/scopus/content-overview  
Questions: titlesuggestion@scopus.com 

English 
abstracts 

Regular 
publication 

Roman script 
references 

Pub. ethics 
statement 
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Books expansion program  

Coverage 
years • Back to 2005 (2003 for A&H) 

Number of 
books 

• 75,000 over three years; 10,000 each 
year thereafter 

Book 
types 

• Monographs, edited volumes, major 
reference works, graduate level text 
books 

Already in Scopus: 
 
 
Elsevier, Springer, Wiley, Brill, De Gruyter, Woodhead, Karger, Edward 
Elgar, Maney, Intellect, IOS Press, Pan Stanford, University of California 
Press, Princeton University Press, Edinburgh University Press, Delft 
University Press, Duke University Press, McGill Queens University 
Press, Project Muse (60+ UPs), OECD and more…   

Books target in 
Scopus 

Actual books 
in Scopus 

(plus ~28K book Volumes from series) 
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Conference expansion – project status  

Oct 2013 status June 2014 target 

Conference titles 704 1,000 

Conference events 3,675 5,600 – 6,000 

Conference papers 250,000 375,000 – 400,000 

References* 3.3 Million  4.95 Million – 5.28 Million 

*References added to Scopus Citations cover period 2005 to present 
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Scopus cited references expansion program 

Scopus will add cited 
references to 8 Million 
pre-1996 articles going 
back to 1970. 
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Why add cited references to the archives? 

Improve • The completeness and coverage of 
back files in Scopus 

Enhance • The relevancy and visibility of 
archival content in Scopus 

Measure 
• The impact of pre-1996 back files – 

for both individual assessment and 
(historical) trend analysis 

Increase 

• The accuracy of Scopus Author 
Profiles (ex: for evaluation 
purposes) for older researchers and 
decision makers 

By adding pre-1996 cited 
references the citation 
counts of back files and 
profiles of older authors 
will be more accurate. 
 
With more accurate 
citation data of older 
content, it is possible to do 
research assessment and 
trend analysis including 
pre-1996 content. Also, 
the h-index of older 
researchers – often 
decision makers – will be 
more accurate.  
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Many researchers that too closely 
resemble one another. 

Dr. Smith Dr. Smith Dr. Smith 

Researchers publish 
under name variations. 

Dr. Smith 
Dr. J. Smith 
Dr. James Smith 
 

The Challenge: Scholarly Name Ambiguity 
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Scopus Profile Organization 
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Dr. James Smith 
46533489 

ORCID Mission: 
ORCID aims to solve the name 
ambiguity problem in research 
and scholarly communications by 
creating a central registry of 
unique identifiers for individual 
researchers 

The Solution: The ORCID Registry 

Dr. Smith 
Dr. J. Smith 
Dr. James Smith 
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Authors can use Scopus to populate their ORCID 
profile via Scopus Author Profiles, the 
Scopus2ORCID Wizard at 
orcid.scopusfeedback.com or from ORCID! 

 



|     17 

https://orcid.org/statistics 

Retrieved:30-May-2014 

https://orcid.org/statistics
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Retrieved: 19/05/2014 

Retrieved:30-May-2014 
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FCT Portugal Evaluation of R & D units in 2013 

Retrieved:30-May-2014 
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Search by ORCID ID for Scopus Author Profiles  

Expected Q3/Q4 – Design above representative 
Pure will be a be able to retrieve Scopus Author ID (and associated 
documents) via ORCID ID search on Scopus APIs 
 
Expected Q4/Q1 - Search by ORCID ID for Documents 
Populate a CRIS with new documents published with an ORCID and 
Indexed in Scopus 
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Released May 31, 2014 
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6 classes of alternative metrics 

1. Scholarly activity 
Counts of activity in scholarly platforms 
eg, Mendeley, Citeulike, Zotero, etc  (in 
use).  

2. Scholarly commentary 
Counts (and potentially links) to where 
scholars have annotated, discussed 
and reviewed articles, eg, recognized 
scholarly blogs, F1000 Prime reviews, 
Publons, Peerpub, Mendeley 
annotations. Potentially qualitative. 

3. News/Mass Media 
Counts and links to scholarly works 
found in the mass media, eg, NY 
Times, BBC, HuffPo 

4. Social activity 
Counts of links to research material 
found on generic social networks, eg, 
Twitter, Facebook, Pinterest, Delicious 

5. Re-use 
Indicators for the re-use and citation of 
scholarly artifacts, primarily data,  

6. Legal, commerce and 
governance 
Indicators for the use and citation of 
scholarly output by government and 
governance, eg, policy documents, law, 
patents 
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Mendeley Readership 

Statistics Beta launched 
Mar. 2014 

 

http://blog.scopus.com/posts/mendeley-readership-statistics-available-in-scopus 
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Scholarly activity – 
indirect 
measurement of 
activity by people 
using scholarly 
platforms, e.g., 
Mendeley, Zotero, 
Citeulike. 
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Altmetric for Scopus 
Released June 2012 

 

http://support.altmetric.com/knowledgebase/articles/83246-altmetric-for-scopus 
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Scholarly activity 
 
Social activity  
 
Component re-use  
 
Scholarly 
commentary 
 
Mass 
media coverage  

http://www.scopus.com/record/display.url?eid=2-s2.0-84866094818&origin=resultslist 
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Scholarly Impact 
Scholarly activity 
 
Social activity  
 
Component re-use  
 
Scholarly 
commentary 
 
Mass 
media coverage  
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Connecting the dots 

33 
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Slide Title 

38 

http://impactstory.org/CarlBoettiger 

http://impactstory.org/CarlBoettiger


http://m2id.org/ 

Community built by Keita Bando, Mendeley Advisor and ORCID Ambassador 

http://orcid.org/0000-0003-0485-8891
http://www.mendeley.com/profiles/keita-bando/
http://orcid.org/blog/2013/08/06/orcid-ambassadors-support-outreach-activities-across-globe
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www.elsevier.com/research-intelligence 

Thank you! 

Michael Habib, MSLS 
Sr. Product Manager, Scopus 
habib@elsevier.com 
twitter.com/habib  
orcid.org/0000-0002-8860-7565 
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