
Medical Heritage Library 

http://www.medicalheritage.org/


Mission 

• Content-centered digital community 

• Supporting research, education, dialog 
• History of medicine contributing to understanding of 

past and present health and society 

• Body of curated digital materials 
• Access point to digital and non-digital holdings of 

member institutions 

• Community building 

• Co-ordinated content selection 

• Facilitates discourse around medical practice, 
human health 

 

 

 



Partners 

• Principal Contributors: 
– The Augustus C. Long Health Sciences Library at Columbia University 

and Columbia University Libraries/Information Services 
– The College of Physicians of Philadelphia 
– The Cushing/Whitney Medical Library at Yale University 
– The Francis A. Countway Library of Medicine at Harvard University 
– National Library of Medicine 
– The New York Academy of Medicine 
– New York Public Library 
– Open Knowledge Commons 
– The Welch Medical Library, Library of the Institute of Medicine, and the 

Alan Mason Chesney Medical Archives of the Johns Hopkins Medical 
Institutions 

– Wellcome Library 



Partners 

• Content contributors: 
– Health Sciences and Human Services Library, University of Maryland, 

the Founding Campus 
– Lamar Soutter Library, University of Massachusetts Medical School 
– NIH Library 
– Otis Historical Archives, National Museum of Health and Medicine 
– Robert D. Farber University Archives & Special Collections Department, 

Brandeis University 
– Robert W. Woodruff Health Sciences Center Library at Emory 

University 
– Rudolph Matas Health Sciences Library, Tulane University 
– University of Toronto Gerstein Science Information Centre 
– University of California, San Francisco Legacy Tobacco Documents 

Library 
– US Navy’s Bureau of Medicine and Surgery’s Office of Medical History 
– Weill-Cornell Medical Center Archives 

 



Scope of the MHL 

• 47,000+ items 

• Text, audio-visual, audio 

– Journals, monographs, pamphlets, ephemera, 
video 

• 1502-2000s 

• English, French, Spanish, German, Latin, 
Portuguese... 



Scope: Early Medicine 

From Liber Hysagoge Joannici 
(1502).  
 
Francis A. Countway Library of 
Medicine Center for the History 
of Medicine 
 



Scope: Early Medicine 

From Nicholas Culpeper’s 
Culpeper's complete herbal 
: consisting of a 
comprehensive description 
of nearly all herbs with 
their medicinal properties 
and directions for 
compounding the medicines 
extracted from them (1880 
reprint).  
 
University of Toronto 
Gerstein Science 
Information Center 



Scope: Medical Journals 

From The Hahnemannian Monthly 
(1889).   
 
The College of Physicians of Philadelphia 
Historical Medical Library 



Scope: 20th Century 

From the New 
York Presbyterian 
Hospital School of 
Nursing’s 
Announcement 
(1917).  
 
Columbia 
University Health 
Sciences Library 



Scope: History of Medicine 

From the British Medical 
Association, American 
Medical Association, and 
Henry S. Wellcome joint 
publication, Anglo-Saxon 
Leechcraft (1912).  
 
University of Toronto 
Gerstein Science Information 
Center 
 



Scope: Nursing 

From Public Health Nursing 
(v. 13, 1909).  
 
University of Toronto 
Gerstein Science Information 
Center 
 
 



Scope: Balneology and 
Hydrotherapy 

From The Water-cure 
journal, and herald of 
reforms, devoted to 
physiology, hydropathy and 
the laws of life (v.16, 1853).  
 
Francis A. Countway Library 
of Medicine Center for the 
History of Medicine 
  
 



Scope: Balneology and 
Hydrotherapy 

From The water-cure manual : a popular 
work, embracing descriptions of the various 
modes of bathing, the hygienic and curative 
effects of air, exercise, clothing, occupation, 
diet, water-drinking, &c. : together with 
descriptions of diseases and the hydropathic 
means to be employed therein, illustrated 
with cases of treatment and cure : containing 
also a fine engraving of Priessnitz (1855). 
 
U.S. National Library of Medicine 
 



Scope: Balneology and 
Hydrotherapy 

From Joel Shew’s Hydropathy, or, The 
water-cure : its principles, modes of 
treatment, &c., illustrated with many cases : 
compiled chiefly from the most eminent 
English authors on the subject (1844). 
 
U.S. National Library of Medicine 
 



Scope: Alchemy 

From Giovanni Battista 
Nazari’s Della 
tramutatione metallica 
sogni tre (1599).  
 
Francis A. Countway 
Library of Medicine Center 
for the History of Medicine 
 

http://archive.org/details/dellatramutation00naza
http://archive.org/details/dellatramutation00naza
http://archive.org/details/dellatramutation00naza


Scope: Popular Medicine 

From Pedro Hernández’ 
Orígen y descumbrimiento 
de la vaccina (1802).  
 
Yale Cushing/Whitney 
Medical Library 
 
 
 



Scope: Popular Medicine 

From James W. 
Roosevelt’s In sickness and 
in health; a manual of 
domestic medicine and 
surgery, hygiene, dietetics, 
and nursing 
(1896). 
 
Columbia University 
Health Sciences Library 



Scope: Popular Medicine 

From James W. 
Roosevelt’s In sickness and 
in health; a manual of 
domestic medicine and 
surgery, hygiene, dietetics, 
and nursing 
(1896). 
 
Columbia University 
Health Sciences Library 



Scope: Popular Medicine 

From Alexander Burnett’s 
The Medical adviser and 
complete guide to health 
and long life : containing 
the most plain and easy 
directions for the 
treatment of every 
disorder incidental to the 
human frame in all its 
ages (1825). 
 
Yale Cushing/Whitney 
Medical Library 



Scope: Public Health 

From Henry R. Kenwood’s 
Public Health Laboratory 
Work (1914). 
 
Columbia University 
Health Sciences Library 



Scope: Public Health 

From Henri Napias and 
André Justin Martin’s 
L'étude et les progrès de 
l'hygiène en France de 
1878 a 1882 (1882). 
 
Yale Cushing/Whitney 
Medical Library 



Scope: Public Health 

From Henri Napias and 
André Justin Martin’s 
L'étude et les progrès de 
l'hygiène en France de 
1878 a 1882 (1882). 
 
Yale Cushing/Whitney 
Medical Library 



Audience: Downloads 
 

2,604,353 
MHL 

downloads 
as of 

5.1.2013 
from 

3.1.2010 

796,427 
Countway 
downloads 

as of 
5.1.2013 

from 
3.1.2010 



Audience: Users 

23 visits 
on 
January 
1st 2013 

51 visits 
on May 1 
2013 



Audience: Users 

1,589 Tweets 
(4 per day) 
from March 
2, 2013 to 
May 30, 

2013 

524 followers 
23% of 

Tweets are 
reTweeted 



Preservation and Access 

Date:                            

  

Institution: 

  

Contact information of person answering questionnaire: (name, title, phone, email) 

 

A. Description of Collection 

What type of material have you digitized (please underline or circle)? 

books  serials   manuscripts  images other 

  

Does the collection have a topical subject or region/geographic emphasis?   

YES ___  NO ____      If yes, please describe: 

   

Please give an estimate of the number of bibliographic works or physical volumes/units in this digital collection.   TITLES ______    VOLUMES  _______   
UNITS (other) _____________ 

  

Is this collection static or do you plan to continue digitizing and adding materials? 

 

B. Preservation Policies/Procedures 

In which of the following formats do you maintain the master copies of the content you have contributed or expect to contribute to MHL?   Please check all that 
apply.  
___ TIF 

___ JPEG 2000 

___ JPEG  

___ PDF-A 

___ PDF 

___ other.  Please specify:  

 
  

 



Preservation and Access 



Preservation and Access:  
Biodiversity Heritage Library 



Preservation and Access:  
DPLA 



MHL Search Tool 

http://mhl.countway.harvard.edu/search 

http://mhl.countway.harvard.edu/search


Future Plans 

• Continuing the recruiting of additional 
content contributors  

• CLIR processing project: building a dialog 
with researchers and professionals to 
develop practices for providing access to 
private health records  

• Further development of the search tool 

• New partnerships to promote digitization, 
preservation, and access to benefit users 



How to Find the MHL 

• Internet Archive: 
archive.org/details/medicalheritagelibrary 

• Website: www.medicalheritage.org/ 

• Twitter: twitter.com/MedicalHeritage 

• Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/medicalheritagelibrary 

• Email: medicalheritage@gmail.com  

• Search: 
http://mhl.countway.harvard.edu/search 

http://archive.org/details/medicalheritagelibrary
http://archive.org/details/medicalheritagelibrary
http://www.medicalheritage.org/
https://twitter.com/MedicalHeritage
https://twitter.com/MedicalHeritage
http://www.facebook.com/medicalheritagelibrary
mailto:medicalheritage@gmail.com
http://mhl.countway.harvard.edu/search

